30 D SRI PARASARA BHATTA

as all-round Knowledge, Lordship, Independence and
Mercy shall relieve you of all the impediments that stand
in attaining Me. Stop grieving/'

Explaining the word pratibandhaka (impediment)
the commentator states that both merit punya and demerit
papa stand in the way of reaching God and hence both
are to be avoided.6

STANZA 8

The final verse is in the form of the conviction made
by an individual soul before the Lord. This may be
explained as follows: "0 Lord Hari! I am fully convinced
of the fact that I am entirely dependent upon your will,
at all times. As such I am unable either to implement
or totally give up several disciplines mentioned by you
in the Gita such as those of karma, jnana and bhakti.
Even regarding pra.pa.tti, I am in the same state of mind
ind I am helplessly miserable. However, I remember
:he final means (carama -upaya} mentioned by you as
;he charioteer of Arjuna, and I am fully convinced that
r^ou are going to absolve me of all the sins or impediments
hat stand in the way of my reaching your feet."

Parasara makes it thus clear that a real devotee finds
t extremely difficult to implement or give up any of
he four means of salvation including saranagati. The
eason for such a helpless state of mind is the fact that
he individual soul has no independence whatsoever to
dopt any means, nor does he have any knowledge
egarding the suitability of a particular means to his own
eculiar condition in life. As such there is no other way
^r such an ardent devotee than to recollect the idea
onveyed by the Lord through the Caramasloka, and
) be fully prepared, without any speck of doubt, to